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PRESENTATION DE LA REVUE AKIRI 

 

Dans un environnement marqué par la croissance, sans cesse, des productions 

scientifiques, la diffusion et la promotion des acquis de la recherche deviennent 

un impératif pour les acteurs du monde scientifique. Perçues comme un 

patrimoine, un héritage à léguer aux générations futures, les productions 

scientifiques doivent briser les barrières et les frontières afin d’être facilement 

accessibles à tous.  

Ainsi, s’inscrivant dans la dynamique du temps et de l’espace, la revue « AKIRI » 

se présente comme un outil de promotion et de diffusion des résultats des 

recherches des enseignants-chercheurs et chercheurs des universités et de centres 

de recherches de Côte d’Ivoire et d’ailleurs. Ce faisant, elle permettra aux 

enseignants-chercheurs et chercheurs de s’ouvrir davantage sur le monde 

extérieur à travers la diffusion de leurs productions intellectuelles et scientifiques.  

AKIRI est une revue à parution trimestrielle de l’Unité de Formation et de 

Recherches (UFR) : Communication, Milieu et Société (CMS) de l’Université 

Alassane Ouattara.  Elle publie les articles dans le domaine des Sciences humaines 

et sociales, Lettres, Langues et Civilisations. Sans toutefois être fermée, cette 

revue privilégie les contributions originales et pertinentes. Les textes doivent tenir 

compte de l’évolution des disciplines couvertes et respecter la ligne éditoriale de 

la revue. Ils doivent en outre être originaux et n’avoir pas fait l’objet d’une 

acceptation pour publication dans une autre revue à comité de lecture. 
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➢ Le titre de l’article (15 mots maximum) doit être clair et concis. De taille 14 pts gras, il 
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d’Ivoire, des origines au XIXe siècle, Paris, L’Harmattan, 252 p.  

 

- Pour les périodiques, le NOM et le(s) prénom(s) de l’auteur sont suivis de l’année de la 
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  NB : Les articles sont la propriété de la revue. 
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Abstract  

This study aims at analyzing Geography students’ English language learning needs at AOU in order to help them fulfil 

academic and professional requirements. The main question we sought to answer is the following: what are the English 

learning needs of Geography students at AOU to fulfil their academic and professional tasks? As such, a questionnaire 

and a documentary research were used as data collection instruments over 3 teachers and 220 learners within a mixed 

method framework. Results showed that there is a mismatch between students’ English learning needs expressed and 

the proposed syllabuses. It is also displayed that the content of the syllabuses is only based on Geographical 

terminologies, reading comprehension, translations and grammar. There are no workbooks which take into account 

learners’ real needs. The syllabuses do not contain communicative activities and all the four principal language skills. 

As a remedial, some didactic and pedagogical techniques are offered to help students fulfil their professional and 

academic requirements. 

Key words: ESP, Needs Analysis, Communicative Competence 

  

Analyse des besoins d’apprentissage de la langue anglaise des étudiants de 

géographie à l’université Alassane OUATTARA (UAO) 
 

Résumé 

Cette étude vise à analyser les besoins d’apprentissage d’anglais des étudiants de Géographie à l’UAO afin de les aider 

à répondre à des attentes académiques et professionnelles. La principale question à laquelle nous avons cherché à 

répondre est la suivante : Quels sont les besoins d’apprentissage en Anglais des étudiants de Géographie à l’UAO pour 

répondre aux exigences académiques et professionnelles ? Pour ce faire, un questionnaire, une recherche documentaire 

ont servi d’instruments de collecte de données sur 3 enseignants et 220 étudiants dans une méthode mixte. Les résultats 

ont montré qu’il y a une inadéquation entre les besoins d’apprentissage de l’Anglais exprimés par les apprenants et les 

syllabi proposés. En plus, il en ressort que les contenus des syllabi sont essentiellement basés sur les terminologies 
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mailto:ndrikouamealexandre@gmail.com
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géographiques, la lecture et compréhension, la traduction et la grammaire. Il n’existe pas de manuels qui prennent en 

compte les besoins réels des étudiants. Les syllabi ne contiennent pas les activités communicatives ni les quatre 

principales habiletés langagières. En réponse à ces problèmes, plusieurs pistes didactiques et pédagogiques ont été 

proposées afin d’aider les étudiants à répondre aux exigences de leur formation académique et de leur futur milieu 

professionnel. 

Mots clés : ASP, Analyse de besoins, Compétence Communicative 

 

Introduction 

At the department of geography at the Alassane Ouattara University, English is taught as English 

for Specific purposes with the objective to make the learners to communicate effectively in English 

language. However, after the classroom observation on March 6th 2019, it came out that   students 

still face a low proficiency in English. They are unable to use English to fulfil their academic tasks. 

Most of information available in books, articles, documents, journals and software are in English 

language. Therefore, they need to know English language for academic and professional utility. 

However, they have difficulties using English to fulfil academically and professionally the different 

tasks inherent to their domain of specialty. Another issue at the department of geography is that the 

courses are designed and proposed by the teachers who are not specialists in ESP. Most of the ESP 

teachers teaching English at the Geography Department are specialists of American and British 

civilization.  As a matter of fact, the ESP courses content seem not to take into account learners’ 

language learning needs. The consequences go far former students who are now in service. During 

an interview, they mentioned that even English they had learnt at the Geography Department at 

AOU had no great impact during the accomplishment of their different professional tasks. This 

means that there is an inadequacy between the courses taught at the Geography Department and 

professional Geographers’ requirements.  

 In the light of these problems, this article therefore aims at answering the following questions. The 

main question is as follows: What do geography students at UAO need in their English language 

learning process in order to fulfil their academic and professional tasks? This main question calls 

for two subsidiary questions: What difficulties do Geography students at AOU encounter in their 

English language learning process? What pedagogical and didactic suggestions can be offered to 

help students at the Geography Department cope with their academic tasks and future jobs requiring 

English? 
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In order to answer these questions, this work will be designed in the framework of needs analysis 

as described by P. Robinson (1991), A.M.I. Ibrahim (2010), and J. kouassi and N.D. Silué (2016) 

as being the cornerstone of any teaching, method or course design taking into account objective 

and subjective needs of learners. The suggestions following by a conclusion are provided on basis 

on Affective factor hypothesis, socio-constructivism. They play an important role in language 

learning, specifically in English for specific purposes because when affective factor hypothesis 

emphasizes the learners’ emotions, attitudes and motivations in the process of language teaching 

and learning, socio-constructivism is opting for knowledge as what students do in collaboration 

with other students, teachers and peers.  

1. Methodology 

This study belongs to explanatory action research. In fact, it aims at identifying the Geography 

students’ English language learning needs. The investigations are conducted to have more insights 

of the causes of the situation so that an explanation and some remedial measures be provided. So, 

from February 19th 2023 to April 14th, the investigation was carried out involving these targeted 

resource people (the teachers and the students) and the teaching material such as: the syllabi or any 

others of teaching materials used in Geography learner’s classroom. The instruments of data 

collection include a questionnaire and a documentary analysis, and the data were analyzed using 

both qualitative and quantitative methods. 

For the investigation, both probability and non-probability sampling were used. A probability 

sampling technique was employed offering an equal chance to all Geography students to participate 

in the study. However, the teachers represented a very limited number and the primary resources 

were limited. The purposeful sampling method therefore was used (R. Bogdan and S.K. Biklen, 

1998). In sum, the sample of teachers that took part in the study was purposefully selected to answer 

the questionnaire. Which means non-probability method was used. The quantitative data was 

collected from 3 teachers and 220 Geography students (55 students in LI, 45 students in LII, 40 

students in LIII, 30 students in MI, 30 students in MII and 20 PhD students). The data collection 

and the documentary research lasted around a month (from February 19th to March 25th 2023). 

2. Results and Discussions 

This section aims at presenting, analysing, interpreting and then discussing the results from 

documentary research and questionnaire in congruence with the research objective.  
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2.1. Results Related to Documentary Research 

The results of documentary research revealed that the syllabuses used to instruct Geography 

students are essentially based on Geographical terminologies, reading comprehension, translation 

and deductive acquisition of grammar rules. Indeed, the analysis of the syllabuses revealed that all 

the four languages skills (Writing, Speaking, Reading, and Listening) do not effectively appear in 

the content of the syllabuses. The syllabuses proposed by instructors for the training of Geography 

students essentially focused on the Reading skill. The other skills are taught implicitly in the 

content of the syllabuses. Excepting the content of the syllabus of Master 1 precisely in the text 1, 

an activity about writing is taught superficially. The results also revealed that there are no pre-

designed workbooks for ESP instruction based on learners’ real needs. In other words, there is no 

workbooks previously based on the identification of learners’ needs in which teachers can draw 

inspiration for the design of the syllabuses for Geography students’ training. The findings also 

revealed that the syllabuses do not contain some communicative activities (dialogue, debate, 

discussion, and oral presentation) to enhance Geography ESP students’ communicative 

competences allowing them to use English to fulfil their academic and professional requirements.  

2.2. Results Related to Questionnaire 

Table 1: Geography Students’ Perceived Needs in English 

               ITEMS                ANSWERS 

Agree Neutral Disagree 

Mastering English will allow me to interact with people who 

only speak English. 

68% 8% 24% 

English will allow me to take part in symposia and 

conferences related to my field. 

81% 5% 10% 

Mastering English will allow me to read books, texts and 

documents related to my field of specialty 

75% 10% 15% 

 Mastering English will allow them to conduct the studies of 

specialization in the English-speaking world. 

72 % 11% 17% 

Mastering English will allow me to write scientific articles, 

translate the summaries of the articles into English on themes 

related to Geography. 

77 % 8% 15% 

Mastering English will allow me to obtain good international 

jobs opportunities. 

81% 5% 14% 

Mastering English will allow me to read and write emails in 

English 

82% 7% 11% 

 

The majority of Geography students say that they need English in order to interact with people who 

only speak English (68%) ; take part in symposia and conferences related to their field  ( 81%); 

read books, texts and documents related to their field of specialty (75%), conduct the studies of 
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specialization in the English-speaking world (72%); translate the summaries of their articles into 

English on themes related to Geography (77%); obtain good international jobs opportunities (81%); 

read and write emails in English (81%).  

However, the documentary analysis revealed that the proposed syllabuses by instructors do not 

allow Geography students to achieve these aforementioned expressed needs. The syllabuses are 

essentially based on reading comprehension, translations and deductive teaching of grammar rules. 

The analysis of the syllabuses revealed that all the four languages skills (Writing, Speaking, 

Reading, Listening) do not appear in the content of the syllabuses. The syllabuses proposed by 

instructors for the training of Geography students essentially emphasize on the reading kills. The 

other skills are exploited implicitly in the content of the syllabuses. 

In practice, to be able (1) to interact with people who only speak English requires Geography 

students’ speaking skills, (2) to take part in symposia and conferences related to Geography 

domain, requires Geography students’ four  language  skills because they need to ask questions 

(speaking skill)  and  to listen (listening skill), to take notes ( writing skill), to make a presentation 

(reading and speaking skills), (3) to read books, texts and documents related to their field of 

specialty, requires Geography students’ reading skill, (4) to conduct the studies of specialization in 

the English-speaking world, requires learners’ four language skills (writing, speaking, listening and 

reading) (5) to translate the summaries of their articles into English on themes related to Geography, 

requires Geography students’ writing skill; (6) to obtain good international jobs opportunities; 

requires Geography students’ four language skills ( writing, speaking, reading and listening skills) 

(7) to read and write emails in English, requires Geography students’ (reading and writing skills). 

Thus, an ESP teaching approach that does not integrate the four language skills cannot train 

Geography students to use English in communicative situations related to their field. 

Table 2: Geography ESP Student’s Difficulties in English Language Learning 

               ITEMS                ANSWERS 

Agree Neutral Disagree 

The syllabi do not contain some communicative activities 

related to Geography allowing me to use English. 

90% 5% 5% 

My English learning needs are not considered in syllabi 

design 

95% 5% 0% 

the time devoted to English language teaching is not 

insufficient 

62% 14% 24% 

I have difficulties with grammar 65% 15% 20% 

I have difficulties with vocabulary 64% 19% 17% 
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I have difficulties with pronunciation 56% 21% 23% 

I have difficulties with writing 50% 22% 28% 

I have difficulties with speaking 60% 16% 24% 

I have difficulties with listening 43% 24% 33% 

I have difficulties with reading 49% 10% 41% 

 

Most of Geography students say that the syllabi do not contain some communicative activities 

related to Geography allowing them to use English (90%); their English learning needs are not 

considered in syllabi design for their instruction (95%); the time devoted to English language 

teaching is not insufficient (62 %). They also say that they have difficulties with linguistic 

competences grammar (65 %), vocabulary (64%) and pronunciation (56%) and language skills 

(writing (50 %), speaking (60 %), listening (43 %) and reading (49 %)).  

The ESP instruction at the Geography Department at AOU should be highlighted on the geography 

student’s English language learning needs in terms of academic and professional requirements. The 

principal four language skills should be implicated in the syllabuses and taught in integration. The 

instruction should highlight on the communicative activities. The language structures should be 

taught inductively to allow learners to discover themselves grammatical rules, which will increase 

their autonomy and reflection in the English language learning. It will also facilitate their long-

term comprehension of the language structures. The amount of time size should be increased so 

that students can have much more time to learn. For this purpose, Geography students will enhance 

their communicative competences enabling them to fulfil their academic and professional tasks.  

Table 3: Teachers’ viewpoints on the difficulties students encounter in learning English 

               ITEMS                ANSWERS 

Agree Neutral Disagree 

Students have difficulties to write sentences in English 100% 0% 0% 

Students have difficulties to pronounce words in English 100% 0% 0% 

Students have difficulties to speak English 66% 34% 0% 

Students have difficulties to read in English 66% 34% % 

Students have difficulties to listen in English 100% 0% 0% 

Students have difficulties with grammar 67% 33% 0% 

Students have difficulties related to insufficient time allocated 

to English teaching 

66% 0% 34% 

 

Most of the English instructors at the Geography Department admit that Geography students have 

difficulties writing in English (100%), pronouncing words in English (100%), speaking English 

(66%), reading in English (66%), and listening in English (100%). They also say that they have 

difficulties with grammar (67%); they have difficulties with English due to limited time allocated 
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to English instruction (66%). As it can be seen, the findings provided by instructors intervening at 

the Geography Department showed that Geography learners are coping with a linguistic disability. 

They struggle with language skills and the small amount of time size devoted to their English 

instruction at AOU. These results are authenticated through the results of documentary research 

revealing that the syllabuses proposed for Geography students’ instruction are essentially focused 

on geographical terminologies, reading comprehension, translation and deductive teaching of 

grammar rules. The results also revealed that, excepting reading skill taught superficially, the other 

languages skills do not appear in the content of the syllabuses.  

3. Suggestions 

The aforementioned problems call for a main suggestion useful to enhance Geography students’ 

English performance which is to rethink about the ways ESP is instructed at the Geography 

Department at AOU. This main suggestion is organized into seven (7) main ideas. First, designing 

an ESP programme or syllabus on the basis of Geography students’ English learning needs. The 

results of the study revealed that there is an inadequacy between the proposed syllabuses and 

Geography students’ English learning needs. The ESP programme at AOU should be previously 

highlighted on Geography students’ English language learning needs. ESP instructors should firstly 

conduct a needs analysis in order to identify Geography ESP students’ communicative need in 

terms of professional and academic requirements 

Second, the proposed ESP programme should include communicative activities in order to enhance 

students’ communicative competences enabling them to fulfil their academic and professional 

tasks. Third, “Functional-Genre -Based Language Teaching (FGBLT) approach to ESP practice 

would help the teachers get rid of the outdated traditional view of ESP practice encouraging a focus 

on specialized lexis” (S. Diarassouba and J. Kouassi, (2017:87). Indeed, this theory is relevant in 

this study because it will offer the functional use of language. It will enable learners to use English 

contextually. Fourth, proposing pre-designed workbooks based on the identification of learners’ 

needs and an increase in the amount of class time size. The ESP instruction at the Geography 

Department should be based on the pre-designed workbooks previously highlighted on the 

identification of Geography ESP students’ English learning needs on which instructors can draw 

inspiration for the design of the appropriate syllabuses for training. This will permit instructors 

without any expertise in the domain ESP of using their own experience or intuition to teach. The 

amount of class time should also be increased 
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Fifth, the ESP programme or syllabus should implicate the four principal language skills and taught 

integratively, grammar should be taught inductively. This will allow students to enhance their 

communicative competences so as to fulfil their different academic and professional tasks. Sixth, 

integrating the affective factor in the instruction of ESP at AOU to allow instructors to create a 

learning environment more effective and stimulating favoring a better acquisition of learners’ 

linguistic competences. It will also play an essential role in the choice of course content. The 

instructors can choose the teaching content on the basis of learners’ language learning needs. In 

doing so, learners will be motivated and interested in the content. This will make them to engage 

themselves actively in the learning process. As a result, they can enhance their communicative 

competences allowing them to fulfil the different tasks inherent to their domain of specialty. 

Finally, the ESP instruction at the Geography Department at AOU should be based on the socio-

constructivism theory. Applying this theory, will reduce students’ anxiety and lack of confidence. 

The implication of socio-constructivism for the training of Geography ESP students at AOU, will 

help boost their English communicative competence not only in the classroom but also in real-life 

situations. Socio-constructivism theory will engage Geography ESP students in the teaching 

environment in which they will be given opportunities not only to interact between them but also 

with instructors through communicative activities. In this case, our target learners will benefit 

learning not only from their teachers but also from their peers. While practicing these interactive 

activities, English instructors can correct learners’ errors and above all, encourage them to speak, 

which will enhance their communicative competences enabling them to meet their communicative 

goals in terms of professional and academic requirements. 

Conclusion 

The main objective of this study is to analyze the English language learning needs of Geography 

students at AOU. This main objective is followed by two operational objectives: to collect data 

through documentary research, from teachers, students in order to identify the difficulties 

Geography students encounter in their English language learning process; to offer suggestions to 

help students at the Geography Department cope with their academic tasks and future jobs requiring 

English. At the end of the survey, the results showed that the proposed syllabuses by instructors do 

not allow Geography students to achieve their expressed needs. The syllabuses are essentially 

focused on reading comprehension, translation and deductive acquisition of grammar rules. The 

results also revealed that excepting reading skill taught superficially, other languages skills do not 
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appear explicitly in the content of the syllabi. There are no workbooks previously based on the 

learners’ needs in which teachers can draw inspiration to teach. The syllabi do not include some 

communicative activities. Geography students have a low language proficiency and struggle with 

language skills. The time devoted to English teaching is too small. Their English language learning 

needs are not considered in the syllabi. In order to improve this situation, some suggestions have 

been offered on the basis of the results obtained. Therefore, further and duplicated researches 

related to methods of ESP teaching can be conducted in order to improve the situation of the ESP 

instruction at the Geography Department at AOU. 
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Appendices 

Appendix a: students’ questionnaires 

Dear students, in the framework of our research work on the following topic: “Analysing 

Geography learners’ English language learning needs at Alassane Ouattara University”, we 

would like to have your viewpoints on English learning at AOU. For this purpose, you are asked 

to answer the following questions by sticking in the appropriate box or writing in the appropriate 

space.    
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I. Learners’ difficulties related to the English learning 

                    stick in the appropriate box 

1.Totally disagree; 2. Disagree; 3.  Neutral; 4. Agree; 5. Totally agree 

1 2 3 4 5 

1.The method used does not facilitate the English language 

learning 

     

2. My English learning needs are not considered in the contents of 

the syllabuses. 

     

3.The syllabus do not contain communicative activities (debate,  

discussion, dialogue, oral presentation, problems solving) related  

to Geography allowing me to develop my communicative skill. 

 

     

4. I have no opportunity to practice English outside of 

the class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.The time devoted to English teaching is insufficient      

6.I have difficulties with   grammar      

7.I have difficulties with   vocabulary      

8. I have difficulties with   pronunciation      

9. I have difficulties with   writing      

10. I have difficulties with   speaking      

12. I have difficulties with   listening      

13. I have difficulties with reading      

Others…………………………………………………………………………………. 

II. Learners’ perceived needs in English. 

           Stick in the appropriate boxes 

1.Totally disagree; 2. Disagree; 3.  Neutral; 4. Agree; 5. Totally agree 

  As a student in Geography, mastering English will allow me to: 

1 2 3 4 5 

a- Interact with people who only speak English      

b- Take part in symposia and conferences related to my field      

c- Read books, texts and documents related to my field  

of specialty 

     

d-Conduct the studies of specialization in the English 

-speaking world 

     

e- Write scientific articles, translate the summaries of my 

 articles into English on themes related to Geography 

     

f- Obtain good international jobs opportunities      

g- Read and write emails in English      

 

h-Others………………………………………………………………………….............................. 
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Thank for your contribution!                 

Appendix B- teachers’ questionnaire 

Dear teachers, in the framework of my research work on the following topic: “Analysing 

Geography students’ English language learning needs at Alassane Ouattara University.” We 

would like to have your viewpoints on the difficulties encountered by students while learning 

English. For this purpose, you are asked to answer the following questions by sticking in the 

appropriate box or writing in the appropriate space.   + 

I) Teachers’ viewpoints on the difficulties students encounter in learning English 

                              Stick in the appropriate box. 

1.Totally disagree; 2. Disagree; 3.  Neutral; 4. Agree; 5. Totally agree 

According to your professional experience, Geography learners at AOU have: 

1 2 3 4 5 

a- difficulties to write sentences in English      

b- difficulties to pronounce words in English      

c- difficulties to speak English      

d- difficulties to read in English      

e- difficulties to listen in English       

f- difficulties to practice English outside the class       

g-difficulties with grammars      

h- difficulties related to insufficient of time allocated to English teaching      

i- difficulties related to the insufficiency of English learning materials”      

 

J-Others (s)……………………………………………………………………………………….                                  

Thank you for your collaboration!      

Appendix C: syllabus for master 1 students 

GENERAL OBJECTIVE: 

➢ This course provides Master 1 students in geography with vocabulary related to space, 

specifically soil, climate and land. We will also study grammar activities about if clauses and 

reported speech. 

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

➢ Students should be able to:     

 • Correctly define soil, land and climate 

  • Clearly describe the causes of global conflicts 
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• Properly define the if clauses and reported speech 

                                                                    CONTENTS 

TEXT 1: About Soils 

                       I-Multiple-Choice Questions (Put an X in front of the correct answer.) 

                      II-Definitions (Write the meaning of each word as it is used in the text.) 

                      III-Extended Response (Answer in complete sentences.) 

TEXT 2. 

I-COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

TEXT 3 

I-COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: Read and answers the questions below (10pts) 

II- GRAMMAR: Turn these sentences into indirect speech (5pts 

III-TRANSLATION (5pts): Turn the first three sentences of the first paragraph into French (from 

Ivory coast……….to…. Halved production 

                    VI- GRAMMAR: Expressing If Clauses (If) 

V-GRAMMAR: Reported Speech 

Appendix D: syllabus for master 2 students 

GENERAL OBJECTIVE: 

The course is first designed to acquaint Master 2 students with basic geographical information 

about the small archipelago of Cape Verde.  The class also provides students with a general 

knowledge about the climate and prominent geographical sites.  The course is conducted through 

the study of texts and grammar activities.  

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

Students should be able to: 

 Correctly define and describe the small archipelago of Cape Verde 

Clearly describe the different seasons of the year: autumn, summer, etc. 

Properly use IF Clauses and relative pronouns 
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                     CONTENTS 

                           TEXT1: Cape Verde: Model for Economic Development 

                                           I.Comprehension Question 

                                           II. vraix ou faux 

                                           III. version 

                                           VI.Theme 

TEXT2: deals with European seasons (Autumn and Summer) 

I-Activity 1:  read carefully the text and answer to the following statements. (No  

   answer should exceed 3 lines) 

II-ACTIVITY 2 Use who, which, that or whose to complete the sentences below. (10points) 

NB: Don’t copy out the sentences.  Do it like this: Example   6-d 

TEXT N 3 

EXERCISE1:  Answer the following general knowledge statements about the environment in 

correct sentences (10 points) 

EXERCISE 2: Translate this passage into French (5 points) 

                      EXERCISE 3:  Grammar: (5points) 

TEXT 5 

EXERCISE 1: What kinds of weather do you think caused the following to happen? Write a 

sentence which could go before each of these. (8 points) 

EXERCISE2: What types of weather are bad and good for doing these things? (3points) Example: 

Skiing bad: mild weather which makes the snow melt; good: cold, clear days 

EXERCISE 3:  Fill the gap with the if necessary. (3 points) 

EXERCISE 4: Translate this passage in French (5 points) 
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